

                       


COVID-19 RISK ASSESSMENT FORM FOR OVERSEAS FIELDWORK AND TRAVEL 
To be completed by ALL travellers IN ADDITION to their standard travel/fieldwork risk assessment
	

	Name:
	Location:

	Status (staff/ UG/PGT/PGR):
	Dates:

	Summary of activities to include an outline of degree and nature of interaction with others:



	Information for Head of Department/Faculty Board Chair:

1. Why you need to undertake fieldwork at this point in time, why it cannot be delayed and what considerations you have given to alternative approaches (such as Microsoft Teams interviews), postponing and minimising the time, travel and interaction with others. The HoD/FBC will only approve international travel which is exceptional in nature and for an essential purpose, where alternative approaches have been exhausted. A statement from your supervisor may assist the HoD/FBC with their decision.*
2. RAG status of the country:
3. How any adiditonal costs for quarantine / PGR tests will be funded (including if the country status changes while you are away). Information on this can be found at FAQs for staff: here and for students, here.  



	*Supporting statement from supervisor:




	OVERSEAS FIELDWORK AND TRAVEL

	 Before completing this form please review Travel advice: coronavirus (COVID-19) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
Do not embark on fieldwork if you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms or anyone in your household is self-isolating 

If you experience symptoms while you are on fieldwork please follow local government advice as well as UK government advice on what to do (whichever is more stringent or appropriate) 
Please familiarise yourself with general social distancing advice from the NHS and any advice from the country you will be visiting

	ISSUE 
	RISKS AND CONTROL MEASURES – please respond to each question and provide additional information to outline the risk and your mitigating measures 
	RISK LEVEL

Low/Med/High

	General 
	

	4. Are you in any of the higher risk groups as outlined by the  Who is at high risk from coronavirus (clinically extremely vulnerable) - NHS (www.nhs.uk)?   Please confirm you have discussed any specific relevant health issues with your GP and will follow any medical advice. 
Travellers will need to consider how any time spent out of the country will impact their access to a vaccine if they are not already vaccinated.
5. Please outline what additional supplies you will take with you. For example hand sanitiser, face coverings, disposal gloves.Will these the available in the country you will be working in?
6. Please confirm that when you are in country you will avoid where possible or minimise interactions with others including during spare time activities. 
	
	

	Country information 
	

	1. Does the UK Government advise against all travel or all but essential travel to this country (or region). If this is yes, please state the reason for this advisory. Note you will need to provide robust and compelling mitigating measures. 
2. Please outline the COVID-19 profile of the country with consideration of number of cases, deaths, trajectory of the disease.
3. Please outline the in country (or regional) restrictions and arrangements for managing the COVID-19 risk (such as  in country travel/ overnight stay restrictions, public transport measures, social distancing measures, large gatherings, public spaces, status of shops and other facilities).
4. Is the country admitting travellers from the UK (or the country you are going to be starting your journey from); what are the entry requirements?
5. What are the current re-entry requirements for your return to the UK? Please state the RAG status and outline the arrangements you have in place, including if the status changes while you are away. Red, amber and green list rules for entering England - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
Please refer to the following information

· information provided by the country you are visiting 
· UK government general travel advice and country related travel advice 
· Travel Health Pro country health information (which gives country by country COVID-19 risk levels)

· WHO COVID-19 dashboard
· Other relevant advice 
	
	

	Travel
	

	1. Are you already in country or will you need to travel to the fieldwork country?
2. How will you travel to your destination if you are not already in country? Include travel to the airport. 
3. If you are travelling by air please familiarise yourself on how to keep safe during air travel 
4. How will you travel in country (to and from the airport and during your fieldwork)? Please refer to UK travel guidance for passengers as well as any local government advice
5. What COVID-19 related precautions will you take for all the above modes of transport?
Please refer to the FitForTravel  COVID-19 travel health consideration and TravelHhealthPro COVID-19 advice for travellers
	
	

	Accommodation 
	

	1. What type of accommodation you will stay in (please specify for example hotel, guest house, family home/ home of relative). 

2. What COVID-19 related precautions you will take. Please include COVID-19 related measures implemented in your accommodation (for example hotel hygiene regimes and checking in/out arrangements).
Please refer to UK government advice on staying safe outside your home, as well as any guidelines issued by the country you will be in
	
	

	Fieldwork/Activity Risks
	

	1. Will your fieldwork require direct contact with other individuals? If so can it be done in other ways (interview via Microsoft Teams etc.) or can social distancing be maintained? Please outline

2. Will your fieldwork involve working in an area/location under the control of another organisation? If so please

· Outline the COVID-19 related measures that are implemented* and what precautions you will take. 

· Attach their COVID-19 risk assessment where appropriate.
3. Are you collecting equipment, samples or materials that need to be stored or processed? If so:

· Do you have access to these facilities? 

· Please outline the COVID-19 related measures on social distancing and hygiene regimes that are in place (you may need to refer to a local risk assessment)
*Please refer to UK government advice on meeting people from outside your house,  as well as any guidelines issued by the country you will be in.
	
	

	THE REST OF THIS SECTION CAN BE TAILORED TO RISKS RELEVANT TO INDIVIDUAL DEPARTMENTS/ACTIVITIES; PLEASE SEE APPENDIX  FOR AN INTERVIEW SPECIFIC AND A CONFERENCE SPECIFIC COVID-19 RISK ASSESSMENT  


	Contingency plans
	

	1. How will you monitor local, global, university and UK government advice* (and your own government advice if you are not a UK citizen)? This monitoring should include monitoring exit routes such as land boarders you may need to cross, and keeping in touch with your airline/travel providers’ status. 

*For real-time UK Government updates on the country you are in you can follow, embassy or high commission’s social media. 
2. Please outline your ability to respond quickly to any increase in risk/change in advice. You are advised to obtain flexible flight tickets (for air travellers). Will you have emergency funds to draw on?
3. Please familiarise yourself with what you need to do in country if you develop symptoms. 

4. Please outline how you would obtain a COVID test, where you would self-isolate, how you would communicate with others and how you would obtain the support you need (such as supplies and medical assistance).
5. Please confirm what travel insurance you will have in place and what it will cover you for in relation to COVID-19.
6. Are there any other COVID-19 related contingency plans you need to have in place? Please specify. 

Please familiarise yourself with the FCO COVID-19 travel advice 
If you develop symptoms of new continuous cough, high temperature or a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell while abroad or during travel, you should immediately:

· Stay indoors and avoid contact with other people.

· Call your health provider and/or insurance company to discuss what you should do.

· Follow local public health guidance if available.

· If you become unwell at an airport, bus or train station before or during a long trip, seek medical advice and do not start or continue your journey.

· Once you have fully recovered, check with your health provider if you are fit to travel, before any onward travel.
	
	


	Signature of traveller:

Date:
	Signature of Supervisor: I can confirm that I have discussed* in detail with the student/ traveller the COVID-19 risks associated with this trip. This risk assessment reflects this discussion and I am content with the arrangements in place.  

Date:


APPENDIX: INTERVIEWING COVID-19 RISK ASSESSMENT 
	Interviewing COVID-19 risk assessment 



	RISKS AND CONTROL MEASURES – please respond to each question and provide additional information to outline the risk and your mitigating measures 
	RISK LEVEL

Low/Med/High

	If you are conducting interviews (please read safe interviewing reminders)
1. Who will you be interviewing? How much do you know about their current living circumstances, health and travel history over the two weeks previous? 

2. Please state why the interviews must be face-to-face and not conducted remotely?

3. Will you engage other individuals to assit you, such as interpretors, consultatants or facilitators? Are any of them in higher risk groups as outlined by the UK government (or their own government for non-UK citizens). Give the same regard to their safety as your own.

4. How will the interviews be arranged and where will they take place? How will you ensure that the relevent social distancing measures are applied and that all parties will be aware of these in advance?

5. Do your plans avoid people singing, shouting, raising their voices and/or playing music at a volume that makes normal conversation difficult or that may encourage shouting? This is because of the potential for increased risk of transmission from aerosol and droplets.

6. What is your contingency plan shoudl you or your interviewee feel unwell during the interview?

7. Will there be a requirment to pass items between you and the interviewee during your meeting, such as questionnaires, pens, money, objects? If so, how will this be done to reduce the risk?
8. Are there any other factors which might compromise your ablity to implement social distancing measures? Please specify.
	
	


APPENDIX: CONFERENCE COVID-19 RISK ASSESSMENT 
	Conference COVID-19 risk assessment 



	RISKS AND CONTROL MEASURES – please respond to each question and provide additional information to outline the risk and your mitigating measures 
	RISK LEVEL

Low/Med/High

	If you are attending a conference 
1. Are you presenting or attending a conference?

2. Can this be done remotely via Teams/Zoom?
3. What is the academic need/benefit to be gained from physical attendance at the conference

4. Please outline the COVID-19 related mitigating measures will in place at the conference. Please include the information on COVID-19 arrangements from the conference organisers.
5. What flexibility in plans do you have given the often rapidly changing global environment?  

6. Do you have the ability to self-isolate in country should you become ill while away, and on return to the UK should this be necessary?
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